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Education     





B.A.
City University of New York

1967

M.A.
University of Colorado

1971

Ph.D.
University of Colorado

1974   

Teaching Experience
Department of Political Science, Lehigh University, 1974-present (Promoted to Professor, 1985; Distinguished Professor, 2017)
Interim Department Chair, Fall 2017 through Spring 2018.
Department Chair, Fall 2003 – Fall 2007.
Interim Department Chair, Fall 2001 - Fall 2002 

Department of Political Science, University of Turku, Finland, Visiting Fulbright-Hays Lecturer, Spring, 1977

Department of Political Science, University of Colorado at Denver, Teaching Associate, 1972-1974

Department of Political Science, University of Colorado, Boulder, Teaching Assistant, 1971-1972

Courses Offered
U.S. Health Politics (graduate and undergraduate)
The American Presidency (graduate and undergraduate)
Politics of Women

Community Politics Internship

Presidential Wives and the Politics of Their Times
Introduction to American Government
American Political System
Publications
Books
Ethically Challenged: Private Equity Storms U.S. Health Care (Johns Hopkins 

University Press, March 2022). Gold Medal, Axiom Best Business Awards (business ethics); Gold Medal, North American Book Awards (Business/Finance and Political Current Events; Gold Medal, Independent Book Publishers Association (IBPA) Benjamin Franklin Awards (Political and Current Events); Winner, National Indie Excellence Awards (Political); Silver Medal, Nautilus Book Awards (Journalism/Investigative Reporting); Finalist, The 19th Annual Best Book Awards, American Book Fest, (General Nonfiction); Finalist, Montaigne Medal/Eric Hoffer Awards (Most Thought-Provoking Books).

Elder Care Journey: A View from the Front Lines (Albany, New York: SUNY Press, 


2016). Gold Medal Winner, Ninth Annual Living Now Book Award, September 2017; 
Finalist, 2016 Sarton Women’s Book Award.
The Politics of Medicaid (New York, New York: Columbia University Press, 
2010).
The Handbook of Long-Term Care Administration and Policy, edited with Cynthia Mara 

 (Boca Raton, Florida: CRC Press, Taylor and Francis Group, 2008).

The  Not  So  Golden  Years:  Caring Labor,  the  Frail  Elderly and  the  Long-Term  Care  Business  Enterprise (Boulder, Colorado: Rowman and Littlefield Publishing Co., 2003).

Age Through Ethnic Lenses: Caring for the Elderly in a Multi-Cultural Society, ed., 
Boulder, Colorado: Rowman and Littlefield Publishing Co., 2001).

The Graying of the World:  Who Will Care for the Frail Elderly? (ed.), (Binghamton, N.Y.:  Haworth Press, Inc., 1994). 
Public Policy and Aging:  The Politics of Growing Old in America, edited with William Browne, Central Michigan University (Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press, 1983).
The Political Economy of Aging:  The State, Private Power, and Social Welfare (New York:  Columbia University Press, 1982), nominated for the 1982 Washington Monthly 13th Annual Book Award.
Other Books
Wrinkled Rebels (A Novel) (Melbourne, Australia: Vine Leaves Press), in progress.
Heart Sounds (A Novel), (Boulder, Colorado: Krummholz Press, 2004).

Monographs

Citizen Participation in the 1970's:  The Case of Allentown, Pennsylvania, Department of Housing and Urban Development, and the Allentown Urban Observatory, Allentown, PA, March 1976, 108 pages.

Edited Journals
Editor, Special Issue, “The Politics and Policies of Caring in an Age of Retrenchment, Part 2,” Journal of Health and Human Services Administration, V. 23, No. 2 (Harrisburg, Pa: Pennsylvania State University Press, Fall 2001).

Editor, Special Issue, “The Politics and Policies of Caring in an Age of Retrenchment, Part 1,” Journal of Health and Human Services Administration, V. 22, No. 4 (Harrisburg, Pa: Pennsylvania State University Press, Spring 2000).
Selected Book Chapters, Journal Articles, Op Eds,  Blogs and Reviews
Olson, Laura Katz. "The Financialization of Healthcare," in James A. Morone and Daniel 
Ehlke, eds. Health Politics and Policy, sixth ed. (Stamford Conn: Centage Learning, in progress.

Author Exchange: Healthcare Capitalism (between Laura Katz Olson and Peter A. Swenson: 


“Ethically Challenged: Private Equity Storms U.S. Health Care” and “Disorder: A 

History of Reform, Reaction and money in American Medicine”) New Political Science, 

vol 45, issue 1: 198-205, March 22, 2023.
“Left Feminist Across Generations,” 43, 3 Critical Political Science, September 2021, pp. 
355-367.
Review, “Old and Sick in America: The Journey Through the Healthcare System,” Journal 
of Health Policy, Politics and Law (JHPPL), 44, 4, August 2019: 707-710.

Review, “Problematizing the Age Friendly Cities and Communities Program in Toronto,” 


Journal of Aging Studies, fall 2018.

Blog: “Siblings vs. only-children: Adult Children Caring for Aging Parents,” with Diana Y. 


Paul, https//msryleemacdonald.org/adult-children-caring-for-aging-parents/, May 2018. 

Guest Editorial, “We Need a Government-Run LTSS Social Insurance Program,” California
Broker Magazine, December 2016, www.californiabrokermagazine.com/
“Trying to Find Adequate Care is a Bureaucratic and Personal Nightmare,” STAT News, 
July 27, 2016, www.statenews.com/2016/07/27/elder-care-nursing-home-parkinsons/
Blog: “It’s the Family that Must Adjust,” May 4, 2016, www.alzheimersreadingroom.com

“The Affordable Care Act and the Politics of the Medicaid Expansion,” 37, 3 New Political 


Science, September 2015, pp. 295-320.
Review of TennCare, One State’s Experiment with Medicaid Expansion, by Christina Juris 


Bennett, 40, 4 Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law, September 2015, pp. 931-934.
Review of Medicaid Politics: Federalism, Policy Durability and Health Reform, by Frank J. 


Thompson, 13, 1 Perspectives on Politics, March 2015, pp. 166-167. 

"The ACA Medicaid Waiver in the Keystone State: Do the Medically Uninsured 'Got a 

Friend’ in Pennsylvania?" 40, 3 Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law, June 2015, pp. 599-609.
 “VA Failures Go Beyond Hospitals,” Op Ed, Philadelphia Inquirer, June 30, 2014.
 “The Role of the States in Health Care and Public Health,” State Politics and Policy, 
  Richard Niemi and Josh Dych, eds., Washington, D.C.: CQ Press, Fall, 2013: 395-406.
“Medicaid, the States and Health Care Reform,” 34, 1, New Political Science, 

March 2012, pp. 37-54.
“Is Medicaid the Best Path to Take for Health Care Reform?” Blog, June 10, 2010, 


www.cupblog.org
“Can the Expansion of Medicaid Coverage Fulfill the Promise of Health Care Reform?” 


Blog, Doctor Pundit, June 20, 2010, www.doctorpundit.com.
“Health Reform Will Increase Medicaid Costs,” Op Ed, Philadelphia Inquirer, October 27, 

2009.
 “Public Perceptions of Long-Term Care,” The Handbook of Long-Term Care 

Administration and Policy, Cynthia Mara and Laura Katz Olson, eds., Boca Raton, Florida: CRC Press, Taylor and Francis Group, 2008, pp. 19-34.
“The Inner World of Nursing Homes,” The Gerontologist, 46, 1, pp. 293-297, April 2006.
“The Politics and Policies of Elder Care in the Asian Region,” Handbook of Asian Aging, Hyunsook Yoon and Jon Hendricks, eds., Amityville, New York: Baywood Publishing Co., 2005, pp. 91-115.
“Privatization Won’t Solve Social Security Problems,” The Morning Call, Op Ed, October 22, 2004; Reprinted in The Pelham Parkway Times, New York, New York, October 2004, pp. 9-10.

“Aging, Retirement and Long-Term Care in the Asian Region”, Proceedings: Political Research Online, American Political Science Association, Fall 2004. http://www.apsanet.org/mtgs/proceedings.cfm, Washington, D.C. 
“Whatever Happened to June Cleaver: The Fifties Mom Turns Eighty”, Journal of Race, Gender and Class 10, 1, pp. 129- 143, fall 2003.

“Mass-Membership Senior Interest Groups and the Politics of Aging,” in Teamsters and 
Turtles?: U.S. Progressive Political Movements in the 21st Century, (with Frank L. 

Davis), ed. John C. Berg, pp. 65-82, 2003.
“Multiculturalism and Long-term Care: The Aged and Their Caregivers”, in Age Through Ethnic Lenses: Caring for the Elderly in a Multi-Cultural Society, ed., Boulder, Colorado: Rowman and Littlefield Publishing Co., Fall 2001.

“Gender and Long-term Care: Women as Family Caregivers, Workers and Recipients”, in 


Age Through Ethnic Lenses: Caring for the Elderly in a Multi-Cultural Society, ed., 


Boulder, Colorado: Rowman and Littlefield Publishing Co., Fall 2001.
“The Public and Private Worlds of Women and Elder Care in the U.S.”, Hallym 



International Journal of Aging (HIJA) , V. 2, No. , pp. 11-25, Spring 2000.

“Issues and Problems with American Long-Term Care: An Introduction”, Journal of 



Health and Human Services Administration, V. 22, No. 4 , pp. 383-39,  Spring 



2000.

“Women and Old Age Income Security in the United States”, in Ageing in a Gendered World: Women’s Issues and Identities, Julia Tavares, ed., New York: United Nations INSTRAW, 1999.

Review essay, “Politics and Policies: The Influence of Tales of the State”, in New Political Science (Abington, England: Carfax Publishing, Ltd.), 20, 3, September 1998, pp. 349-352.

"Women and Welfare," in Reader's Guide to Women's Studies, Eleanor B. Amico, ed., Chicago, IL: Fitzroy Dearborn Publishers, Fall 1998.

"Maggie Kuhn and the Grey Panthers," in Encyclopedia of Multiculturalism, (N.Y.: Marshall Cavendish, Corp.), Fall 1998.

"The Gray Panthers," in Ready Reference: Women's Issues, Wendy Sacket, ed., Pasadena, CA: Salem Press, January 1997.

"Public and Private Retirement Policies:  Inequities in Income Support Among the Elderly," in Service to the Aging and Aged:  Public Policies and Programs, Paul Kim, ed. (N.Y.:  Garland Publishing Company), 1995, pp. 77-91.

"The Politics of the Gray Panthers," in U.S. Women's Interest Groups: Institutional Profiles, Sarah Slavin (ed.), (Westport, Conn.:  Greenwood Press), 1995.

"Women and Social Security:  A Progressive Approach," Journal of Aging and Social Policy, v.6, 1, (Fall 1994), pp. 43-56.

"The Political Economy of Competition in a Global Economy," in Competitiveness and American Society, Steve Goldman, ed. Bethlehem, Pa.:  Lehigh University Press, 1993, pp. 278-299.  (article received the Christian Bay Award from the Caucus for a New Political Science for best paper presented in their panels at the 1991 annual Political Science Convention, Washington, D.C.).  Reprinted in New Political Science (Fall 1993), pp. 41-63.

"The Political Economy of Productive Aging:  Long-Term Care," in Achieving a Productive Aging Society, Scott Bass, Francis Caro, and Yung-Ping Chen, eds.  (Westport Conn.:  Auburn Publishing Co.), 1993, pp. 167-185.

"Aging Is a Woman's Problem:  Issues Faced by the Female Elderly Population," in Aging, Self, and Community, Inber Gubrium and Kathy Charmaz (eds.), Greenwich, Conn.:  Jai Press, 1992, pp. 265-276.

"Aging is a Woman's Problem: Issues Faced by the Female Elderly Population," Journal of Aging Studies (Summer 1988), pp. 97-108. 

"Older Women:  Longevity, Dependency, and Public Policy" in Biology and Women's Policy, Virginia Sapiro, ed., (Beverly Hills, CA:  Sage Publications), Summer 1985, pp. 89-100.

"Programs and Policies for the Aged:  Who Benefits?" Generations:  The Journal of the Western Gerontological Society (Fall 1984), pp. 10-14.

Aging Policies" in Basic Literature in Policy Studies:  A Comprehensive Bibliography, Stuart Nagel, ed., (Greenwich, CT:  Jai Press, Inc., 1984), pp. 317-333.

"Social Security Debate has Skirted Real Issues", Call-Chronicle, May 1, 1983, p. B-25.

"Power, Politics, and Public Pension Funds" in Crisis in the Public Sector:  A Reader, Kenneth Fox, Mary Jo Hetzel, Thomas Ridell, et al., eds., (New York:  Monthly Review Press, 1982), pp. 98-111.

“Agency Manager Preferences and Their Effects on Service Provision for the Elderly”, with Allen Moran, prepared for the Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Aging, Washington, D.C., May 1981, 77 pp.

"The Political Economy of Worker Pension Funds" in  Employment and Labor-Relations Policy, Charles Bulmer and John L. Carmichael, Jr., eds., (Lexington, MA:  Lexington Books-D.C. Heath, 1980), pp. 406-417.  Shorter version in Policy Studies Journal 8, 3 (Winter 1979), pp. 406-417.
"Public Policy Analysis and Aging:  A Bibliography," Policy Studies Journal 7, 2 (Winter, 1978), pp. 339-342.

"Approaches to the Study of Public Policy and the Environment," Polity XI, 2, (Winter, 1978), pp. 270-279.

"Sex-linked Values:  Their Impact on Women in Engineering," Social Science Journal 14, 2 (April 1977), pp. 89-102, reprinted in Readings in Women Studies:  An Interdisciplinary Collection, Kathleen O'Connor Blumhagen and Walter D. Johnson, eds., (Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press, 1978), pp. 87-100.
Invited Lectures, Radio/Newspaper Interviews, Podcasts


Interview on private equity and cardiology, with Alice Tracy, reporter with The Capitol 



Forum, September 11, 2023. Cited in “Healthcare AntiTrust Weekly,” Alice Tracy, The 



Capitol Forum, v. 11, No. 475, September 13, 2023.

Interview on private equity and fraud, with Jamie De Boer, U.S. Department of Justice, 


Criminal Division, Health Care Fraud Unit and Richard W. Cicerrella, Special Agent 


FBI, September 7, 2023.

Interview on private equity and dental practices, with Carrie Pallardy, reporter for Academy 


of General Dentistry Impact, August 2, 2023.

Interview on private equity and health insurance, with Matthew 


Cunningham-Cook, health reporter, July 25, 2023; and cited in “Private Equity Wreckers 


Come For Your Health Insurance,” Matthew Cunningham-Cook, The Lever, July 28, 


2023. https://www.levernews.com/private-equity-wreckers-come-for-your-health-


insurance/?utm_source=newsletter-


email&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=newsletter-article

Interview on The Impact of Private Equity on Patients, with Howard Wolinsky, Freelance 



Journalist, July 13, 2023.
       Interview on Private Equity and Eating Disorders, with Llena Peng, Health Reporter, 

Bloomsberg News, July 13, 2023.
       Interview on Impact of Private Equity on Healthcare, with Megan Petry Edgette, Senior 

Investigative Counsel, for Senator Gary C. Peters, Chair, Senate Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs, July 5, 2023.

       Interview on private equity and WCAS equity firm, with David Dayen, Executive Editor, 

The American Prospect, June 30, 2023.

       Interview on Autism services, with Brenda Baletti, reporter, The Defender: Children’s 
Health Defense News and Views, June 14, 2023. 

Interview on PE-owned Eating Disorders companies, with Madison Muller, Health 



Reporter, Bloomsberg News, May 26, 2023.

Interview on PE-owned autism companies, with Matthew Ponsford, Freelance



Reporter, proto.life, April 6, 2023.


Invited lecture, “Why Private Equity is Bad for Your Health,” Lehigh Valley Coalition in 

Healthcare 43rd Annual Conference: “Innovation in Healthcare, Leading the Way in 

Quality and Cost Containment,” De Sales University, Allentown, Pa., May 17, 2023.


Invited lecture, “The effects of Private Equity on U.S. Healthcare,” Independence Blue 



Cross, contracting and reimbursement team, March 30, 2023, zoom presentation.


Interview on PE-owned urgent care companies, with Erin Schumaker, Healthcare 



Reporter, Politico, February 6, 2023.


Podcast (Interview), “Private Equity Vultures Descend on U.S. Healthcare,” The Majority 



Report, hosted by Sam Seder and Emma Viseland, February 2, 2023. 



https://majorityreportradio.com/2023/02/02/2-2-private-equity-vultures-descend-on-u-s-


healthcare-w-laura-katz-olson


Ethically Challenged Ethically Challenged cited in “Some Addiction treatment Centers 

Turn Big Profits by Scaling Back Care,” Renuka Rayasam and Blake Farmer, CBS 

Reports/Kaiser Health News, January 30, 2023. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/drug-

treatment-rehab-private-equity-profits/

Interview on Emergency Medical Physicians, with Ruth SoRelle, Reporter, Emergency 



Medical News, January 30, 2023.

Interview on Medicare-certified hospitals and ownership data, with Tara Bannow, Hospital 



and Health Insurance Reporter, STAT News, December 20, 2022.

Question and Answer Interview on private equity and journalism, with Mary Chris Jaklevic, 


health care journalist, article for Association of Health Care Journalists, December 15, 


2022.


Interview on private equity and substance abuse rehabilitation centers, with Renuka 


Rayasam, Kaiser Health News, Atlanta Georgia, December 13, 2022.
Interview on private equity and public accountability, with Ellen Gabler, investigative 


reporter for The New York Times, December 9, 2022.

Ethically Challenged cited in “Sick profits; Private Equity’s stealthy takeover of health care 


in multiple cities, specialties,” Fred Schulte, Kaiser Health News, November 14, 2022. 



khn.org/news/article/private-equity-takeover-health-care-cities-specialists/

Interview on private equity firms and physician practices, with Harris Meyer, reporter, 



Kaiser Health News, November 16, 2022.

Invited talk, “Private Equity and the U.S. Healthcare System,” Health Research Roundtable, 



College of Health, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA, October 19, 2022.

Radio talk show interview on private equity and healthcare, “The Attitude with Arnie 



Arnesen,” WNHN radio (94.7 FM), October 17, 2022.

Interview on the private equity industry, with Tara Bannow, reporter for STAT News, 


September 6, 2022.

Interview on Ethically Challenged, with Gretchen Morgenson, Senior Financial Reporter, 



NBC News Investigations, August 20, 2022. Cited in “This won’t hurt a bit: The 

anesthesiologist who is putting you under may work for a private-equity firm,” Gretchen Morgenson, NBC News, October 10, 2022. https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-care/anesthesiologist-putting-may-work-private-equity-firm-rcna51071

Ethically Challenged cited in “Parents and clinicians say private equity’s profit fixation is 
short-changing kids with autism,” Tara Bannow, STAT News, August 15, 2022. https://www.statnews.com/2022/08/15/private-equity-autism-aba-therapy/

Interview on Ethically Challenged, with Fred Schulte, Senior Correspondent, Kaiser Health 



News, Washington, D.C., July 25, 2022.

Invited Lecture, “Private Equity and its Impact on Healthcare,” Physicians for a National 


Health Program: Northern New England Health Policy Program, July 5, 2022, Zoom 


presentation. Pnhp.org/news/pnhp-northern-new-england-internship.

Ethically Challenged cited and discussed in “Doctors of America, Unite!,” Win 



McCormack, The New Republic, June 24, 2022. 

https://newrepublic.com/article/166772/medical-neoliberalism-doctors-america-unite.


Interview on Ethically Challenged, with Amy Zipkin, Business Reporter, Private Equity and 



Women’s Health, The Washington Post, May 14, 2022. 



https://www.amyzipkin.com/?page_id=2

Ethically Challenged cited and discussed in “Private Equity Targets Gastroenterology & 



Lots More in Medicare,” Health Justice Monitor, June 9, 2022. 

http://healthjusticemonitor.org/2022/06/09/private-equity-
targets-gastroenterology-lots-more-in-medicine/
        Blog, “Your Money and Your Life: Private Equity Blasts Ethical Boundaries,” Lynn 

Parramore, Institute for New Economic Thinking, May 18, 2022. 

https://www.ineteconomics.org/perspectives/blog/your-money-and-your-life private-equity-blasts-ethical-boundaries-of-american-medicine. Reprinted at Naked Capitalism, Yves Smith, MY 19, 2022. Nakedcapitalism.com/2022/05/your-money-and-your-life-pe-blasts-ethical-boundaries-of-american-medicine.html/
        Ethically Challenged Cited and discussed in “The Stealth Privatization of Medicare Is a 

Big Boon to Wall Street,” Matthew Cunningham-Cook,” Jacobin Magazine, May 11, 2022. 

https://jacobinmag.com/2022/05/biden-wall-street-medicare-for-profit-private-equity/
        Interview on Ethically Challenged, with Tara Bannow, Reporter, STAT News, May 2, 

2022. https://www.statnews.com/

Interview on Ethically Challenged, with Robert Nichols, Political Science, Ethically 



Challenged, ACUMEN, Lehigh University College of Arts and Sciences, Bethlehem, PA, 



Spring 2022, p. 9.


Interview on Ethically Challenged, “Q & A: Lehigh Professor Publishes Book,” Maya 



Shaked, student reporter, Brown and White, March 26, 2022. 



www.thebrownandwhite.com/2022/03/26/lehigh- professor-publishes-book/

Interview on Ethically Challenged, with Matthew Cunningham-Cook, Investigative 



Reporter, The Lever, April 14, 2022. Levernews.com. 


Book Talk, “Ethically Challenged: Private Equity Storms U.S. Health Care,” Podcast, 

hosted by Oscar Valdes Viera, Americans for Financial Reform, April 4, 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTv1PXfxyMI&t=10s.


Podcast (interview), “Private Equity: Genghis Khan of the Fertility World?” Inside 


Reproductive Health, interview hosted by Griffin Jones, #137, May 30, 2022. 



https://www.fertilitybridge.com/inside-reproductive-health/137-private-equity-genghis-


khan-of-the-fertility-world-with-laura-olson

Podcast (Interview), “Private Equity and Healthcare,”The Healthcare Policy Podcast, hosted 


by David Introcaso, March 30, 2022, www.thehealthcarepolicypodcast.com

        Podcast (Interview) on Ethically Challenged by Emily Pisacreta, An Arm and a Leg, 
January 3, 2022, 
Interview on Ethically Challenged, by Alex Spratt, Healthcare team at Arnold Ventures, 

arnoldventures.org, March 25, 2022.

Tuscan Talks Podcast (via zoom), with Larry Pino, Tuscan Gardens, “An Elder Care 

Journey,” February 16, 2022, https://tuscangardens.com/tuscan-talks/episode-6-the-elder-
care-journey/.


Interview, “What’s Wrong with Private Equity Ownership of Gastroenterology 



Practices?” by Emily Pisacreta, blog, An Arm and a Leg: the Cost of Health Care (audio 


on Spotify), December 10, 2021.

Interview, “How Private Equity Extracted Millions of Dollars from a Firm Accused of 



Medicaid Fraud,” by Yeganneh Torbati, Washington Post, March 1, 2021.

Invited Lecture, “Untangling the Web of Elder Care Services,” Humanities Council  


Symposium: Theories of Caring, Health and Community, Appalachian State University, 
October 23 to October 24, 2018, Boone, North Carolina.
Post-screening panelist, “Fix It,” Frank Banko Alehouse Cinema, October 9, 2017, 


Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.

Consultant, to Dr. Bradley Flansbaum, Associate Director Hospital Medicine, Geisinger 

Health System, analysis of ways to improve post-acute care networks for Geissinger 

Health Systems, Fall 2017.

Podcast, “Medicaid issues in 2017,” The Week in Health Law and Policy, Episode 97, 


interviewed by Frank Pasquale and Nicolas Terry, May 15, 2017, www.twihl.com.

Invited Lecture, “Social Welfare Policy in the Care of the Aged in the U.S.,” Women, 

Gender and Sexuality Studies Program, Lehigh University, February 22, 2017, Bethlehem, PA.

Radio Show and Podcast: Caregiver SOSOnAir, “Caregiving Today: Issues and Problems,” 


host Ron Aaron, KLUP-AM 930, November 22, 2016, 3:00, San Antonio, Texas, 


www.caregiversos.org/

Mountain Talk Webinar, “Caring for Frail Older People in the twenty-First Century,”


Lehigh Alumni Association, Bethlehem, PA, November 9, 2016

Invited Lecture, “Quality of Nursing Home Care: Getting Our Money’s Worth,” 40th Annual 


Conference of the National Consumer Voice for Quality Long-Term Care,” Arlington, 


Virginia, November 4, 2016.

Interview: “An Academic Knowledge of Elder Care Becomes a Harsh, Real Lesson,” Erin 


Arvedlund, Philadelphia Inquirer, August 21, 2016, 

www.philly.com/philly/business/retirement/20160821_an_academic_knowledge_of_eldercare_becomes_a_harsh_real_lesson.html
Book Readings and Signings for Elder Care Journey: A View from the Front Lines

Bluestockings Book Store, New York City, June 16, 2016; 


Moravian Book Shop, Bethlehem, PA, June 26, 2016; 


Artrage Gallery, Syracuse, New York, June 29, 2016; 


Buffalo Street Books, Ithaca, New York, July 12, 2016; 


The Left Bank Café and Moose Maple Books, Saranac Lake, New York, August 8, 2016; 


Broadside Bookshop, Northampton, MA, September 21, 2016; 


One More Page Books, Arlington, VA, November 3, 2016. 
Podcast: with Jana Panarites, agewyz.com/podcast library, episode 50: “Aha Moments,” 


June 1, 2016.

Interview: “Success May be as Simple as Focusing on Two Areas,” in McKnight’s Senior 

Living, Lois A. Bowers, May 31, 2016: www.Mcknightsseniorliving.com/editors-columns/success-may-be-as-simple-as-focusing-on-two-areas/article/499538/

Panel Discussant, “Corporations and Religious Freedom: The Hobby Lobby Decision and 

its Impact,” Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA, September 23, 2014.

“Fact Check: Is Otter Right on Medicaid Expansion?” by Audrey Dutton, Idaho Statesman, 


January 21, 2014, idahosatesman.com.  
Invited Lecture, “Politics, Higher Education and Healthcare in the Austerity Era,” The Third 

Annual Alfred A. Taubman Forum on Public Policy, Austerity and Healthcare Reform, The Brookings Institution, Washington, D.C., March 22, 2013.

Invited Lecture, “Implementing the Health Care Reform Act,” Lehigh Valley Humanists 


(LVH), October 2, 2011, Allentown, PA.


Invited Lecture, “Health Care Issues Plaguing the United States and the Global 



Community,” Global Healthcare Teach-In, April 14, 2011, Lehigh University, 



Bethlehem, PA.


Invited Lecture, “How will Medicaid Affect the Health Care Reform Act,” The Columbia 

University Seminars on Full Employment, Social Welfare and Equity, April 4, 2011, Columbia University, New York, New York.


Keynote Address, “Medicaid and Health Care Reform in the U.S.,” American Health 



Lawyers Association, Institute on Medicare and Medicaid, March 30, 2011, Baltimore, 



Maryland.

“A Healthy Debate,” featured article about “The Politics of Medicaid,” Lehigh Alumni 


Bulletin, Lehigh University, fall 2010, p. 10.

Illinois Public Radio (WILL Radio), FOCUS, with host David Inge, June, 8, 2010, 


www.will.illinois.edu/focus/interview/focus100615b

XM/Sirius Radio, “POTUS: Morning Briefing,” with host Tim Farley, taped June 3, 2010, 


Washington, D.C.

 “Health Care Reform: Interview with Laura Katz Olson”, by Lindsey Hesse, The Bethlehem 


Press, April 7, 2010, p. A2.

“Desert Today,” KPSA, with host Steve Kelly, Palm Springs, CA, March 23, 2010, 


www.newstalk921.com

Debate on Issues in Current Health Care Reform Proposals,” Lehigh University, Chi Phi 



fraternity, November 5, 2009.


“Medicaid and Quality of Care,” Feminist Research Group, Lehigh Valley, February 23, 

2009.
“Women, Medicaid and Health Care Reform: Smokescreens and Mirrors,” Lehigh University, Women’s Studies Forum, October 23, 2009.

“Health Care and the 2008 Presidential Elelction,: Comparing the proposals of Senators McCain and Obama,” Health Medicine and Society Program, Lehigh University, October 30, 2008.

“The 2008 American Presidential Election and Globalization,” Office of International Students and Scholars, Lehigh University, October 23, 2008.

 “Lehigh Novelists: Experiences as a Writer,” Friends of the Lehigh University Library, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pa., March 22, 2006.

 “The Politics of Medicaid Policy in the States,” Pennsylvania Medical Humanities Consortium, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pa., April 30-May 1 2006.

“The Politics of Social Security,” Four Seasons Retirement Community, Bethlehem, PA., May 4, 2004.

Long-Term Care of the Elderly in the twenty-First Century, Honors Lecture Series, Harrisburg Area Community College, Harrisburg, PA, May 20, 2003.

Women as Caregivers: Long-Term Care in the 21st Century, presented at the James A. Michener Art Museum, Doylestown, Pa., February 9, 2003.

"Women and the World of Long-Term Care, presented to Women's Studies Series, Lehigh University, March 28, 2003.

New Issues in the Privatization of Social Security, presented to the Scott Township Historical Society, Montdale, Pa., March 13, 2002.
Keynote Speaker, (Whatever Happened to June Cleaver?: The Not So Golden Years, presented at National Secretary’s Day, Bloomsburg University, Bloomsburg, PA., April 26, 2001.

Keynote Speaker, (Women and Social Security, presented at Celebration of Women 2001, Pennsylvania House of Representatives, Harrisburg, Pa.., March 13, 2001.

The Social Security Dilemma, presented to the Lehigh University Rise and Shine Program, Bethlehem, Pa., April 25, 2001

Whatever Happened to June Cleaver?: The Not So Golden Years, Bucks County Free Library, Doyestown, PA, January 27, 2001.

The Undeclared War Against Social Security, North Penn Senior Center, Lansdale, PA, May 10, 2001.

Whatever Happened to June Cleaver?: The Not So Golden Years, Lancaster Community Center, Lancaster, Pa, May 12, 2000.

Whatever Happened to June Cleaver?: The Not So Golden Years, Jewish Women’s International, Hawley, PA, July 9, 2000.

The Undeclared War Against Social Security, Jewish Fellowship of Hemlock Farms, Hawley, PA, August 6, 2000.

Social Security in the twenty-first Century: Issues and Problems, League of Women Voters of the Bethlehem Area, January 11, 2000.

The Politics of Social Security: Family, Work and Beyond, Lehigh University Alumni Reunion 2000, June 9, 2000.
Invited Guest, Pennsylvania State Public Broadcasting, “Take Note" talk show,                        

WPSX-TV/Channel 3, WPSU-FM, April 28, 1999.

"The Undeclared War Against Social Security: Supporting the Elderly in the Twenty-


first Century," The Rutherford House, Harrisburg, Pa., August 5, 1999.

"The Health Care Feast: Who Will be Watching the Medicare Store?," Kennett Square, 


Pa., September 7, 1999

"The Undeclared War Against Social Security: Supporting the Elderly in the Twenty first Century," Sellers Memorial Free Library, Upper Darby, Pa., December 2, 1999.


"The Health Care Feast: Who Will be Watching the Medicare Store," Kirkland 



Village, Bethlehem, Pa., October 1, 1998.


"The Undeclared War Against Social Security," Pennsylvania State University, April 23, 1998.

"The Undeclared War Against Social Security," Lancaster Older Adult Services, 



April 17, 1998. 



"The Undeclared War Against Social Security," Kiwanis Club, Lancaster, Pa., April 21, 1998.

"The Undeclared War Against Social Security," Bnai B'rith. Harrisburg, Pa., November 30, 1998.

"The Impact of Social Security on Women," Wayne Memorial Hospital Auxiliary, Hawley, PA, June 5, 1995.

"Ideology, Values and the Debate Over Health Care," Pennsylvania State University, Mont Alto campus, March 25, 1994.

"Ideology, Values and the Debate Over Health Care," Cedar Crest College, Allentown, PA, April 14, 1994

"Ideology, Values and the Debate Over Health Care," East Stroudsburg University, May 4, 1994

"Frailty and Dependency: Old Age is a Women's Problem," Sullivan County Women's History Month Observance, Sullivan County, PA, April 19, 1994.

"Reinventing the Federal Budget: Is It Possible?," Potluck and Politics, LEPOCO, Bethlehem, PA, May 13, 1994.

"The Future of Social Security:  Problems for Single, Older Women,"  Martindale Center, Lehigh University, April 15, 1993.

"Who Will Take Care of Mom?  Women and care-giving," presented to  Women's Studies Series, Lehigh University, March 13, 1991.  

"Issues and Problems in American Long-Term Care Policy," Lutheran Services of the Lehigh Valley, January 17, 1991. 

"The Aging Crisis in America," Update Program, Center for Adult Learning, Northampton Community College, Bethlehem, Pa., December 5, 1990.

 "Long-Term Care of the Elderly: Issues for the 1980s and Beyond, "Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, Pa., January 15, 1989.

"Challenging the Nation: Arguments for a Comprehensive Long-Term Care Policy," Resource Center for Human Services, Philadelphia, PA, November 1987.

"Health Costs and Aging," Northampton County Area Community College Older Adult Program, April 23, 1985.

   Keynote Address, "Aging and the Economy," Gray Panthers National Leadership Conference, Philadelphia, PA, September 5, 1985.

 Keynote Address, "Political Economy and the Aged," Southeastern Gerontological Society, Salisbury State College, Salisbury, Maryland, Nov. 29-30, 1984.

"Expanding the Debate on Social Security," Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition Town Meeting, Moravian College, February 26, 1983.

Reviews of Ethically Challenged: Private Equity Storms U.S. Health Care

Ethically Challenged, Daniel Scott, Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law, V. 48, no. 5, 



October 1, 2023: 825-828.

“New Perspectives on Private Equity Performance and Impact,” Rosemary Batt, Finance 



and Society,” V. 9, no. 2, March, 2023: 71-74.

“Private Equity’s Playbook,” Review of Ethically Challenged: Private Equity Storms U.S. 

Health Care,” Stephen Gross, Lehigh Research Review, V. 7 October 18, 2022.

https://www2.lehigh.edu/news/publications/research-review/vol-7-2022

Ethically Challenged, Jamie Morgan, ILR Review, V 76, no. 2, March 2023


https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00197939221110551

Featured review, Kirkus Reviews Magazine, V. VXC, No. 17, September 1, 2022, p. 208. 

    https://d1fd687oe6a92y.cloudfront.net/files/Kirkus_Reviews_090122_Online_Edition.pdf


“Ethically Challenged Captures Private Equity Intrusion,” Dr. Michael W. Davis, 

DrBicus.com, August 17, 2022. https://www.drbicuspid.com/index.aspx?sec=log&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.drbicuspid.com%2findex.aspx%3fsec%3dsup%26sub%3dpmt%26pag%3ddis%26ItemID%3d331987

Kirkus Review, July 27, 2022, kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/laura-katz-olson/ethically-



challenged.

Online Book Club, Antone LaMaria, April 29, 2022. 



https://forums.onlinebookclub.org/viewtopic.php?f=24&t=232293


“The Pain Profiteers,” Rhoda Feng, The American Prospect Magazine, June 3, 



2022. https://prospect.org/culture/books/pain-profiteers-mariner-olson-reviews/

“Private Equity Takes Aim at Primary Care,” Don McCanne, David Himmelstein 


et. al, Physicians for a National Health Program, Health Justice Monitor, June 1, 2022. 



https://pnhp.org/news/private-equity-takes-aim-at-primary-care/

Research Projects, Grants, and Awards
Winner, 17th Annual National Indie Excellence Awards (2023), category political, for 

Ethically Challenged. https://www.indieexcellence.com/17th-annual-winners-tbd.
Gold Medal, 2023 Independent Book Publishers Association (IBPA) Benjamin Franklin 
Awards, category Political and Current Events. For, Ethically Challenged
https://www.ibpabenjaminfranklinaward.com/2023-winners
        Gold Medal, 2023 Axiom Best Business Bok Award, category Business Ethics. For, 

Ethically Challenged
https://axiomawards.com/93/2023-medalists
Gold Medal, 2022 North American Book Awards, categories of Business/Finance and 

Political Current Events. For, Ethically Challenged
NorthAmericanbookawards.com/award-winners/

Silver Medal, 2023 Nautilus Book Awards on Social and Environmental Justice, category 

Journalism and Investigative Reporting. For, Ethically Challenged 
https://nautilusbookawards.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Nautilus-Book-Awards-
2023-Awards-Roster.pdf
       Finalist, 2023 Montaigne Medal/Eric Hoffer Award, Most thought-provoking book. For, 

Ethically Challenged
https://www.hofferaward.com/Montaigne-Medal-finalists.html. 
Awarded top 100 Notable Indies books, 2022, Best Indie Book competition, Shelf Unbound, 

December 2022, p. 95. For, Ethically Challenged
 shelfmediagroup.com/portfolio/December-january-2023/
Finalist, The 19th Annual Best Book Awards, American Book Fest, November 2022, 
category, general nonfiction. For, Ethically Challenged
AmericanBookFest.com. http://bbafullresults.html
Joseph A. Dowling Award for Excellence in Research and Teaching, Lehigh University, 

Spring 2022.

Department of Political Science, Neidell Research Award, 2019, $5,000.

Faculty Research Grant (FRG), for project on Private Equity Firms and its Impact on the

 U.S. Health Care System, 2019, $6000.

Faculty Research Grant (FRG), for project on Private Equity Firms and its Impact on the

 U.S. Health Care System, 2018, $6,000.

University Distinguished Professorship, Lehigh University, July 2017. 

Gold Medal Winner, Ninth Annual Living Now Book Awards, Caregiving category, 


September 2017, Traverse City Michigan for Elder Care Journey: A View From the 

Front Lines (SUNY, 2016).
Finalist, 2016 national Sarton Women’s Book Award for Elder Care Journey: A View From
the Front Lines (SUNY, 2016).
2012 Williamson Award for Social Research, for The Politics of Medicaid (Columbia 

University Press, 2010), Lehigh University, Spring 2012.
The Waves Awards: Making Waves Toward Gender Equity, Lehigh University Women’s 


Center, Spring 2011.

Charles A. McCoy Lifetime Achievement Award, New Political Science, American 

Political Science Association, September 5, 2009.

Faculty Research Grant, Lehigh University, Fall, 2006

Faculty Research Grant, Lehigh University, Fall, 2003

Selected as a Pennsylvania Commonwealth Speaker, Pennsylvania Humanities 



Council, Philadelphia, PA., 2002-2004.

Faculty Research Grant, Lehigh University, Spring 2001

Awarded American Memories/American Visions Speakership, Philadelphia. Pa., 



January 2000.

Selected as a Pennsylvania Commonwealth Speaker, Pennsylvania Humanities 



Council, Philadelphia, PA. 1999-2001.

Individual Project Fellowships Program, Open Society Institute, research grant 



submitted Fall 1999, Semi-finalist.

Selected as a Pennsylvania Commonwealth Speaker, Pennsylvania Humanities Council, 1998-1999, "The Health Care Feast:  Who Will Be Watching The Medicare Store," and "The Undeclared War Against Social Security:  Supporting The Elderly in The 21st Century."

Selected as a Pennsylvania Commonwealth speaker, Pennsylvania Humanities Council, 1994 to 1995, "Ideology, Values, and The Debate Over Health Care," and "The Impact of Social Security on Women."

The 1993 Panhellenic Council Award for Inspiration, Excellence and Dedication, Lehigh University, Fall 1993.

Christian Bay Award for best paper presented at caucus for New Political Science panels, American Political Science Association, 1991.

Unsponsored Research Grant, Lehigh University, Summer 1986.

National Endowment for the Humanities, Summer Seminar Fellowship for College Teachers, "Karl Marx as a Social Theorist:  An Interdisciplinary Study," Beaumont, CA, Summer 1984.

NASPAA Faculty Fellow (National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration), Policy Analyst, Social Security Administration, Baltimore, MD, 1981-1982.

"Implementing the Older American's Act's Objectives:  Empirically Derived Models of Local Social Service Delivery Agency Behavior," (with Allen Moran), funded by the Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Aging, January 1980- June 1981, grant no. 90-AR-2071/01.

Mellon Faculty Development Grant, "Historical Trends in Long-Term Care of Older People," Lehigh University, Summer 1981.

Gerontological Fellow, Research Fellowship Models Program, Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Aging, 1978.

Senior Fulbright-Hays Scholar, University of Turku, Finland, Spring 1977.

Mellon Faculty Development Grant, "Interdisciplinary Workshop on Research in Women's Studies," Lehigh University, Fall 1977.

Project Director, "Citizen Participation for Community Goal Setting," funded by the Department of Housing and Urban Development and the Allentown Urban Observatory, July 1975 - April 1976.

National Endowment for the Humanities, research grant "Women in American Engineering," Humanities Perspectives on Technology Program, Lehigh University, Fall 1975 - Spring 1976.

University Dissertation Fellowship, University of Colorado, 1974.
Professional Service Activities
Chair, Charles A. McCoy Career Achievement Award Committee, Critical Political Science section of American Political Science Association, Fall 2021-Spring 2022

External evaluator, tenure and promotion for faculty member at University of Washington, 



Tacoma, fall 2019.

Lehigh Valley Association of Independent Colleges (LVAIC), Academic Department Chair 


Workshop, Lafayette College, Pfenning Alumni Center, Easton Pennsylvania, August 10, 


2017.
Chair, Charles A. McCoy Career Achievement Award Committee, section of American Political Science Association, Fall 2016-Spring 2017.

Chair, Michael Harrington Award Committee, section of American Political Science Association, Fall 2014-Spring 2015.

Executive Committee (Secretary), Health Politics and Policy section, American Political 


Science Association, elected to a two year term, Fall 2012-Fall 2014
Officer of the American Political Science Association, elected to a two-year term on the 


APSA Council, Fall 2010 through Fall 2012, Washington, D.C.

International Editorial Board, Journal of Aging Studies, Elsevier Limited, Oxford, England, 
Fall 2004 - current
Editorial Board, New Political Science: A Journal of Politics and Culture, Abingdon, 


England: Carfax Publishers, fall 1995 – current.

Book Series Co-Editor, “Social Policy in the United States,” Palgrave Macmillan, New 


York, New York, 2010-
Evaluator, CUNY Collaborative Incentive Research Grant Program, Office of the Vice 


Chancellor for Research, City University of New York, New York, New York, June 16, 


2010.


Program Chair, New Political Science section, American Political Science 

Association, fall 2010-fall 2011.


Mentor, American Political Science Association Mentor Program, Spring 2009 - current

Associate Editor, New Political Science Book Series, 2008 (three-year term).

Appointed by President of the American Political Science Association (APSA) to the Committee on Departmental Services, Sept. 2006-2009 (three-year term)
Chair, Alice Paul Award Committee, Women’s Caucus Political Science, Fall 2000 - Fall 2003; Fall 2006 – 2008.
Co-Chair, Aging Politics and Policies, Related Section of the American Political Science Association, Fall 2000 - current

Newsletter Editor, Aging Politics and Policy Related Group, American Political Science 


Association, Fall 1998- current

Associate Editor, New Political Science: A Journal of Politics and Culture, Abingdon, England: Carfax Publishers, fall 1998 – 2005.

Chair, Victoria Schuck Award Committee, American Political Science Association, 2005-2006; and 2007-2008.

Chair, Charles A. McCoy Career Award Committee, section of American Political Science Association, Fall 2001-Fall 2004.
Referee, papers submitted to 2001 American Gerontological Society Annual Meeting, Behavioral and Social Science Section, American Political Science Association, Fall 2000-Fall 2001.

Appointed to Behavioral and Social Science Membership Committee, Gerontological Society of America, Fall 2000 to 2004.

Referee for manuscripts submitted to New Political Science, fall 2000 - current 
Consultant, Touchstone Theater, "Never Done," Historical background information for three-person play on the role of American women during the 1930s-1950s.  
Elected Chairperson, Caucus for a New Political Science, American Political Science 

Association, fall 1999-fall 2001.

Chair, Michael Harrington Award Committee, section of American Political Science 
Association, Fall 1998-Fall 1999.

Panel Section Organizer, Aging Politics and Policy Related Group, Annual Meeting of 


the American Political Science Association, Atlanta, Georgia, 1998-1999.

Advisory Board, Annual Editions: Women's Studies, Guilford, CT:  Dushkin/McGraw-Hill, Spring 1998-2000
Interview, article on Elder Care in Japan, Denmark and the United States, by Jennifer Lach, Newsweek, Japanese edition, February 1997.
Chair, Program Committee, New Political Science, 1995 annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois, September 1995.

Delegate, "Networks for the 90s," The 1990 Pennsylvania Conference on Aging, Pittsburgh, Pa., March 26-28, 1990.

Invited Scholar, "Workshop on Productive Aging," University of Massachusetts, Boston, MA., June 13-14, 1990.

Consultant, Workshop on Public Policy, Glenside-Weldon, Fall 1990.

Educational Productivity Center, Glenside, Pa., Spring 1990.

Editorial Board, Journal of Aging and Social Policy, 1989-1991

Consultant, Public Policy Analysis, Glenside-Weldon Educational Productivity Center, Glenside, PA, Fall 1989-

Editorial Board, 1986-1990. Journal of Aging Studies.

Chairperson, Caucus for a New Political Science, Fall 1984-1986.

Harold D. Lasswell Award Committee, American Political Science Association, Sept. 1985 - Present (3-person committee).

Advisory Committee, Governor's Transition Task Force on the Department of Aging, Harrisburg, PA, Fall 1978 - Spring 1979.

Delegate to the American Academy of Political and Social Science, Planning for the Elderly, Eighty-second Annual Meeting of the Academy, Philadelphia, PA, April 7-8, 1978.

Delegate to the Pennsylvania Governor's Conference on "Balanced National Growth and Economic Development," Harrisburg, PA, November 15, 1977.
Professional Papers and Panels
Panel Discussant, “Social Inequality and the Threats to Democracy,” Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., August 31-September 3, 2019.

Panel Chair, “Re-Centering Class Struggle in Democratic Policy, Protest and Promises,” Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Boston, Massachusetts, August 30-September 2, 2018.

Roundtable Panelist, “Backward and Forward: Fifty Years of the Caucus for New Political Science,” The Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, San Francisco, California, August 29-September 1, 2017.

Panel Discussant, “Politicizing the Campus: Educational Spaces and Neoliberals,” The Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA, September 1-4, 2016.

Panel Chair and Discussant, “The Effects of Policy Design on Take-Ups and Mass Politcal Behavior,” The Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA, September 1-4, 2016.
Panel Discussant, “Federalism and Aging,” The Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, San Francisco, California, September 3-6, 2015.

Panel Chair, “The Politics of Health Technology,” The Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., August 28-31, 2014.

Panel Discussant, “Disability and Vulnerability in American Public Policy,” The Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., August 28-31, 2014.

“The Affordable Care Act and the Politics of the Medicaid Expansion,” paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois, August 29-September 1, 2013.

Panel Discussant, “Policies to Address the Complex Needs of an Aging Population at Home and Abroad,” the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois, August 29-September 1, 2013.
“Health Policy in the American States,” paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Northeast Political Science Association, Boston Massachusetts, November 15, 2012.

Panel Chair and Discussant, “Immigration, Poverty and Health Care,” The Annual Meeting of the Northeast Political Science Association, Boston Massachusetts, November 16, 2012.

Panel Discussant, “The Struggle for Rights at Home and Abroad,” The Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Seattle, Washington, September 1-4, 2011.

“Medicaid, the States and Health Care Reform,” paper presented at The Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C. September 1-5, 2010
“Learning Through Hands-on Projects: Health Care Politics and Policies,” presentation at Lilly Conference on College and University Teaching and Learning, Washington, D.C., June 3-5, 2010.

“The Politics of Medicaid in the Twenty-First Century: Devolution, Structural Transformation and Health Care Reform,” paper presented at the New York State Political Science Association, New York, New York, April 24-25, 2009.

Panel Discussant, “What Does Sarah Palin Mean for Feminism?” Feminism in Practice Conference, Lehigh University, November 15, 2008.

Panel Discussant, “A Current Picture of Aging Politics and Policy Research,” The Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Boston, Massachusetts,


August 28-31, 2008, 

 “Medicaid: the Energizer Bunny,” paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois, August 31-September 2, 2007.

Panel Discussant, “Republican Politics, Public Opinion and Kids Today,” Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois, August 31-September 2, 2007.
Workshop, “Political Science Department Chairs, Needs of the Discipline and the American Political Science Association,” Conference for Chairs, American Political Science Association, Charlotte, North Carolina, February 7-8, 2007; and Chicago, Illinois, September 1-2, 2007.

Workshop, “Issues in Long-Term Care,” Building Bridges, Academy of Health, Orlando, Florida, June 3 – 4, 2007.
Panel Discussant, “Theoretical Issues in Women’s Study,” Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, Pa., August 31-Sept.3, 2006.

Panel Discussant, “Issues in Aging Policies,” Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, Pa., August 31-Sept.3, 2006.

“The Politics of Medicaid Policy in the States,” Paper presented at the 101st Annual Meeting of the Northeastern Political Science Association, Philadelphia, Pa. November 17-19, 2005.

Panel Discussant, “An Unreliable Reliance: Lessons about the Limits of State Health Reform,” Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., September 1-4, 2005.
“Retirement and Aging Issues in Asian Nations,” Women's Studies Lecture Series, Lehigh University, January 28, 2005.
Panel Chair, “Political Participation and Older Americans,” 57th Annual Scientific Meeting of the American Gerontological Society of America, November 19-November 23, 2004.

“Political Economy and Productive Aging,” Symposium Presenter, ESPO Symposium: Comparative Theoretical Perspectives on Healthy Aging: Implications for Research, Practice and Policy, 57th Annual Scientific Meeting of the American Gerontological Society of America, November 19-November 23, 2004.

The Politics and Policies of Aging, Asian Style, paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois, September 2-5, 2004.

The Gendered World of Elder Care, Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, August 30-September 2, 2003.
Globalization, Aging and the Long-Term Care Worker, Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Boston, Massachusetts, August 29-September 1, 2002.
Panel Chair and Discussant, Aging Politics and Policies, Annual Meeting of the Northeast Political Science Association, Philadelphia, Pa, November 8-10, 2001.
Multiculturalism and the Politics and Policies of Long-term Care, Paper presented a the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, San Francisco, California, August 30-September 2, 2001.

Panel Discussant, Coalition or Competition: Ethnic and Racial Relations in the United States, Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, San Francisco, California, August 30-September 2 2001.

Women and Long-Term Care: A Feminist Analysis, Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., August-September 2000.

Panel Chair, (Economic Issues in Aging, Annual Meeting of the American Gerontological Society, Washington, D.C., November, 2000.

Panel Chair, "Politics and Policies of Long-term Care," American Political Science Association, Atlanta, Georgia, Fall 1999.

Discussant, "Aging Toward the 21st Century," Annual Meeting of the American Political


Science Association, Boston, September, 1998.

Discussant, "Class, Community and Oppositional Politics: New Assessments", Annual 

Meeting of the American Political Science association, Boston, September, 1998.

Review: The Basics of American Politics, by Gary Wasserman, NY:  Addison Wesley Longman, 1998. 

Review:  “Portraits of American Politics,” by Bruce Allen Murphy, Houghton Mifflin Co., Spring 1998.

Study Group on the Foundations of Economic and Political Democracy, International Political Science Association, Boston, Fall 1997-Fall 1998.

"Ideology, Values and the Debate Over Health Care," paper presented at the 1994 Northeast Political Science Association Meetings, Providence, RI, November 1994.

Chair and organizer, "Politics and Policies of Family Values," Women's Studies Series, Lehigh University, October 22, 1992.

"The Political Economy of Productive Aging:  Women and Long-Term Care in the U.S., paper delivered at the 1991 Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Tampa, Florida, November 7-9, 1991.

"The Political Economy of Competition in a Global Economy," paper delivered at the 1991 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., August 1991.

"Women and Nursing Homes," paper presented to Feminist Research Group of the Lehigh Valley, Bethlehem, Pa., April, 1990.

"Socialism and Civil Liberties," paper presented at the American Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois, September 3-6, 1987. 

"Older Women:  Issues and Problems," paper presented at the Northeast Political Science Association, Boston, MA, November 16-17, 1984.

Program Co-Chairperson, Caucus for New Political Science and Chair, "Roundtable:  Academics and Social Activism - Issues and Problems," Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., 1984.

"The Political Economy of Social Security and Its Impact on Women," paper delivered at the 1983 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, August 31 - September 4, 1983.

"Private Pension Systems and Their Relationship to Social Security," research paper prepared for the Social Security Administration, Office of Policy, Baltimore, MD, Spring 1982.

"Qualifying for Coverage Under Social Security:  Historical Trends, Issues, and Future Problems," research paper prepared for the Social Security Administration, Office of Policy, Baltimore, MD, Spring 1982.

"Agency Manager's Objectives and Services Provided to the Elderly:  Some Empirical Findings and the Public Policy Implications," with Allen Moran, paper prepared for the 1981 Annual Meeting of the Pennsylvania Conference of Economists, Shippensburg, PA, May 30, 1981.

Chairperson, “Women and Income Maintenance,” 1979 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., September 1-4, 1979.

Chairperson, “Public Policy and Aging,” 1979 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, April 18-21, 1979.

"Women, Aging, and Policy Analysis:  The Impact of Income-maintenance Programs," paper delivered at the Women and Society Conference, Winooski, VT, March 23-25, 1979.

"Roles of an Area Agency on Aging:  The Challenge for District 1, Wisconsin," paper delivered at the 1978 Annual Meeting of the Gerontological Society, Dallas, TX, November 16-20, 1978.

"The Political Economy of Pension Funds," paper delivered at the 1978 Annual Meeting of the Northeast Political Science Association, Tarrytown, NY, November 9-11, 1978.

Discussant, Workshop on the "Role of Local Data Initiatives in Illinois and Wisconsin in Needs Assessment of the Elderly," invited and funded through the Administration on Aging and the Gerontological Society, Chicago, IL, September 21, 1978.

Chairperson, “Public Policy and Its Implementation”; and "Public Policy and the Aged," paper delivered at the 1978 Annual Meeting of the Pennsylvania Political Science Association, Carlisle, PA, March 17-18, 1978.

Discussant, “Workshop on Women and Politics,” European Consortium for Political Research, Free University of Berlin, Germany, March 27 - April 2, 1977, invited and funded through the European Consortium for Political Research.

Chairperson and discussant, "Women in Politics - New Perspectives," 1976 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, September 2-6, 1976.

"Sex-linked Values and the Paucity of Women in Engineering," paper delivered at the 1976 Annual Meeting of the Western Social Science Association, Tempe, AZ, April 29 - May 1, 1976.

Discussant, “The Origins of the American Presidency,” 1975 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, San Francisco, CA, September 2-6, 1975.

"Power, Public Policy, and the Environment:  The Defeat of the 1976 Winter Olympic Games in Colorado," paper delivered at the 1974 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, August 29 - September 2, 1974.

University/College/Department Activities
Member, Joseph A. Dowling Award Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, spring 2023.

Chair, Search Committee, faculty position for public law, department of political science, 


fall 2022. 

Chair, Neidell award committee, department of political science, 2021, 2022.

Committee member for the following: evaluation of faculty member for promotion to full 


Professor, Sociology Department, fall 2019; Triennial Review, member of International 


Relations Department, fall 2019; substitute to review a faculty member for tenure, tenure 

committee, fall 2019.

Acting Graduate Director, Department of Political Science, spring 2019.
Interim Chair, Department of Political Science, July 2017 – Jul 2018.

Chair, CAS tenure committee, fall 2018 through spring 2019.

Member, Ad Hoc Dean Committee for Professorships, fall 2018.

Committee member, Triennial Review member of Sociology Department, Fall 


2018.

Committee member, evaluation of faculty member for promotion to full professor, History 


Department, Fall 2018.
Chair, Department of political science search committee for assistant professor of Latin 


American Politics, fall 2017 to spring 2018.

Chair, Department of political science search committee for new department chair, fall 


2017 through spring 2018.

Tenure Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, Fall 2016-Spring 2019 (three-year term)
External faculty member, Department of International Relations triennial evaluation 


committee, fall 2017

Graduate Committee, Department of Political Science, Fall 2014 through Spring 2018 


(Director, Spring 2018).

Promotions Committee (replacement), College of Arts and Sciences, Fall 2015-Spring 2016

Chair (2013-2014), Promotions Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, Fall 2011- 2014 

(three-year term).

Search Committee, Health Care Cluster Hire, Psychology Department and HMS, Fall 2013.

Promotion and Tenure subcommittee on revising criteria, Fall 2012

Graduate Director, Political Science M.A. program, Fall 2010-2014.
Medicine and Society (HMS) Program, Steering Committee, Fall 2008-2015
Internship Director, Political Science Department, 1976 to present
Graduate Student Advisor, Department of Political Science, Fall 2010-2014.
Women's Studies Council, Fall 1991-2014.

Director, Health, Medicine and Society (HMS) Program, Spring, 2011

       Chair, Provost Committee of Inquiry, Spring 2011

       Search Committee, Presidential Health Chair for the Humanities and Social Sciences, Fall 


2009 through Fall 2010.

President’s Health Care Initiative Steering Committee, Fall 2009.

Health Care Research and Undergraduate Curriculum Planning Group, College of Arts and 

Sciences, Summer 2007.
Promotions Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, Fall 2006-2009 (three-year term).
Internship director, Women's Studies Program, 1994 through 2007.
Chair, Department of Political Science, Summer 2001 through Summer 2002; Fall 2003 
through Fall 2007.

Arts and Sciences Dean’s Advisory Committee, Fall 2003 to Fall 2007.
Tenure Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, EOAA Observer, Fall 2005.

Chair, Search Committee, faculty position in environmental politics and policy, Fall 2004 to 


Spring 2005.

Faculty Compensation Committee (FCC), Fall 2002-Spring 2005 (Vice-Chair-2002-2003; Chair, 2003-2004)

Faculty Steering Committee, Fall, 2003-Fall 2004.
Tenure Committee, College of Arts and Science, EOAA observer for two cases, Fall 2004.

Promotions Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, EOAA observer for one case, Fall 2004.

Tenure Committee, College of Arts and Science, Fall 2000-Spring 2003. (Chair, Summer 

2001 - Fall 2003; replacement for two cases, Fall 2003. 
Search Committee, new interdisciplinary faculty position in environmental politics and policy, Fall 2003-Spring 2004.
Promotions Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, Fall 1999-Fall 2000. 
University Undergraduate Awards and Prizes Committee, Dean's representative, College of Arts and Sciences, 1991-2000.

Faculty Advisor, Alpha Omicron Pi, Fall 1994 - 2005
Provost's T.A. Awards Committee, Spring 1999.

Faculty Advisor, Political Science Club, 1999.

Chair, Ad Hoc Committee on Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action, spring 1999-fall 2001.
Faculty Advisor, Women's Rugby Team, 1994-1999.

Faculty Compensation Committee (FCC), Fall 1992-1995.  Committee Chair, 1994-1995. 
Lehigh University Compensation Working Group, Spring 1995-1996.

Faculty Steering Committee, Fall 1994 to Fall 1995.

Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Commission (AAEO), Chair, Fall 1989-1990.

Faculty Fellow, Taylor College, 1987-1993.

Faculty Compensation Committee (FCC)Fall 1987-Spring 1991.
Search Committee for Dean of Arts and Science College, Fall 1987-Spring 1988.


Arts Policy Committee, Fall 1986-Fall 1987.

"Leadership for Tomorrow's World," Chairperson, Arts College Conference for High School Students, October 29, 1983, Spring 1983 - 1984.

Equal Opportunity Advisory Committee (EO/AA), Chairperson, Fall 1982- Fall 1983; Vice-chairperson, 1980-1981, organizer, EO/AA Departmental Symposia Series, 1980-1981.

Special Housing Considerations Subcommittee, Co-chairperson, Forum Campus Life Committee, Fall 1983-Fall 1984.

Lehigh Task Force on Women, Fall 1982 – Fall 1990 (Chairperson, Housing Subcommittee).

Arts College Nominations Committee, Chairperson, Spring 1983.

President's Search Committee for Vice-President for Student Affairs, Fall 1982 - Spring 1983.

Arts College Policy Committee (and Subcommittee on Admissions), Fall 1982; Task Force on New Events, Chairperson, Spring 1983.

President's Advisory Group on Affirmative Action, Fall 1982.

Professional Associations
American Political Science Association (elected to APSA Council, Fall 2010 through Fall 


2012)
Women's Caucus for Political Science

New Political Science/Critical Political Science

Health Politics and Policy
Gerontological Society of America
